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Available Publications and Membership Application 

Dispatch Series Special Publications

NEW! The Most Competitive Passenger Corridor: CHICAGO-TWIN CITIES, 
Dispatch No. 14. Passenger rail competition in the Chicago-Twin Cities Corridor was absolutely 
FIERCE. Seven railroads over nine routes battled in this war for passengers. Speed, frequency of 
service, state-of-the-art trains with posh accommodations, impeccable service, quality of food and 
ticket prices formed the basis of competition. 132 pages with more than 180 modern color and 
historic black and white photos, images and maps.

RECENT! A Celebration of Chicagoland 
Railroads: 1935-1971, Dispatch No. 13. 1935 was 
the beginning of a railroad industry revolution. Gleaming 
stainless steel and colorful lightweight passenger trains 
replaced heavyweight dark painted cars. Diesel-electric 
locomotives totally revolutionized the industry. Documented 
by almost 300 photos of historic significance, many 
unpublished, this revolution is vividly portrayed in images and words. All major railroads serving 
Chicago and Peoria are included. 132 pages. A must addition to your library.

Chicago’s Railroads in Transition: The 
Photography of Lou Gerard, Dispatch No. 10. In 

1960, there were 19 intercity railroads in Chicagoland, 17 of which provided passenger service. 
Commuter service was provided by nine railroads along with two interurban electric railroads. Sixty 
years later the area is served by Metra, South Shore, Amtrak and six Class 1s plus several short lines. 
Over six decades, the railroad and transit industry in Chicagoland has undergone massive changes 
and rationalization. Lou Gerard’s notable photography documents this incredible transition in this 
Dispatch. This is a must for your library. Over 200 photographs, mostly in vivid color in 100 pages.

See Special Offers on Dispatch Series Bundle Sets on page 5.
Dispatch Series continued page 2

Shore Line’s Dispatch Series features topics too large for a First & Fastest article, but not large enough to be a book. 

Cooperation Moves the Public, Dispatch No. 1. 
Dispatch No. 1 describes the story of the integrated operations 
of the Chicago Aurora & Elgin and the Chicago Rapid Transit 
Company over the Garfield Park Branch of Chicago’s rapid 

transit system until September 19, 1953. Trains were operated seconds apart “on sight” as there were 
no signals and no radios. This was a very complex operation, best described as cars of wood operated 
by men of steel pursuant to a book of rules that included a rule stating that “no collision with another 
train will be excused.”

From Garfield ‘L’ to Blue Line Rapid Transit, 
Dispatch No. 11. In Dispatch No. 11, Shore Line completes 
over 125 years of history and the development of the first 
multimodal transportation corridor—rail freight, rapid transit 
and a limited-access highway connecting downtown Chicago 
with suburbia. Decades of public planning resulted in turning an obscure street named Congress 
Avenue into I-290, the Eisenhower Expressway; the transformation was an urban development 
project of incredible proportion. It became the model for the 
present Kennedy and Dan Ryan Expressways, I-90/I-94 both 
of which have rapid transit lines in the median and paralleling 
Metra commuter rail lines.
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Dispatch Series Special Publications continued
Shore Line’s CSL Dispatches 

Dispatches 6, 8, 9 and 12 represent Shore Line’s coverage of streetcar operations in Chicago from 1945 to 1958, with service provided 
initially by the Chicago Surface Lines and later by the Chicago Transit Authority. The neighborhoods were the fabric of Chicago, and 
with 3560 streetcars on the roster in 1945, the CSL served most of them on what was purportedly was the world’s largest streetcar system 
operated under one management. Chicagoans forever identify themselves by their neighborhoods, linked by the streetcars. In 400 pages 
with over 495 photos (89 in color), including popular Then/Now photos; nine maps and thoroughly-researched narratives, the Dispatches 
provide the important story of Chicago, its neighborhoods and its streetcars in the immediate post-World War II period. These Dispatches 
are a study of Chicago as much as they are of the streetcars that carried the people. Edited by Richard F. Begley with George E. Kanary 
and Walter R. Keevil. Most photos are from the W.R. Keevil Archive. 

Chicago Surface Lines: The Big 5 Routes and 5 Others, Dispatch 6. CSL’s Big 
5 were: Ashland, Clark-Wentworth, Halsted, Madison and Milwaukee (including their branches) 
and this Dispatch covers them in detail. They covered much of the city and ran in Rogers Park, 
Morgan Park, Austin and Jefferson Park and many places in between. Additionally, the Dispatch 
covers five other routes, one of which (Webster-Racine in Lincoln Park) was only one-mile end-to-
end. This time George Kanary rides the Halsted line from north to south, passing the stockyards and 
other places of note. 

Chicago Surface Lines: Linking Chicago’s 
Neighborhoods, Dispatch No. 8. The neighborhoods in 
the 1940s and 1950s were like villages where everybody knew 
your name. The city’s 77 neighborhoods were where things 
happened: education, entertainment, shopping—the everyday 
things of life. The common denominator was the streetcars of 

the CSL and CTA. The 12 routes covered include Broadway-State, Lawrence and 63rd Street which 
ran in Lake View, Albany Park and Woodlawn, among other places. The routes carried about 20% 
of CSL’s total originating revenue passengers in 1945. In this Dispatch George Kanary takes you 
for a ride on the long Cottage Grove line from the Loop to Pullman. 

Chicago Surface Lines: Linking Chicago’s 
Neighborhoods II, Dispatch No. 9. This Dispatch 
includes coverage of 26 streetcar routes which served multiple 
neighborhoods including Portage Park, Marquette Park, Pilsen, Woodlawn, Lincoln Park, Douglas 
and Logan Square. The routes covered include Cicero, Pulaski, all Lincoln services, Archer, Kedzie, 
18th Street and Grand. Additionally, there is extensive coverage of eight distinctive lines of Southeast 
Chicago (including South Chicago-Ewing, Windsor Park, South Deering, 93rd-95th Street and 
Riverdale) which served communities including Hegewisch, East Side, South Chicago and South 
Shore. In this issue, George Kanary takes you along on the 
Division-State-Van Buren line, with emphasis on his home turf 
in Wicker Park. 

Chicago Surface Lines: Linking Chicago’s 
Neighborhoods III, Dispatch No. 12. The newest CSL 

Dispatch covers 20 streetcar lines, ranging from the heavy Roosevelt and Cermak lines to the single-
track 115th Street line. Other routes covered include Wallace-Racine, Stony Island, 67th-69th-71st 
Street, 87th Street, Armitage, Fullerton, Morgan-Racine-Sangamon and Fulton-21st Street. Multiple 
neighborhoods were served by these lines including Austin, Woodlawn, Lake View, Kenwood, 
Englewood and Chicago Lawn. There is also coverage of the lakefront extensions of the Roosevelt 
and Cermak lines for the 1933-34 World’s Columbian Exposition. Again, George Kanary takes you 
for an interesting streetcar ride, this time on the Wallace-Racine line which served his childhood 
home in Bridgeport.
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Dispatch Series continued page 3Available individually or as a 3-volume bundle consisting of Dispatches 8, 9, and 12.
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Dispatch Series Special Publications continued

You may now purchase special publications online  
and pay by credit card. Prefer to pay by check?  

Please use the order form on page 5.

See Special Offers on Dispatch Series Bundle Sets on page 5.

A Transportation Miracle, XXVIII International Eucharistic Congress, 
Chicago, June 20-24, 1926, Dispatch No. 7. There has never been anything like the 28th 
International Eucharistic Congress held in June 1926. Steam railroads carried 600,000 people to 
Chicago; 1,000,000 attended. North Shore Line and Chicago Rapid Transit made the Closing 
Ceremony possible. Streetcars provided 15 million passenger trips. Interurbans, rapid transit and 
suburban trains carried people throughout Chicago. Five railroads combined to provide over 300,000 
passenger trips for the closing ceremonies, in a triumph of logistics and coordination! During 
Chicago’s first 100 years this Eucharistic Congress and the World’s Fairs of 1893 and 1933-34 
established Chicago as an international city. A Transportation Miracle tells this incredible story. 
Topics include background information, day-by-day details, the role that the railroads played. George 
Cardinal Mundelein with the assistance of Samuel Insull orchestrated this incredible event. 

The Road of Service — Perspectives on the North 
Shore Line, Dispatch No. 4. This 100-page publication 
brings together a collection of diverse recollections by Shore Line members and people of different 
backgrounds who rode and/or lived along the North Shore Line. Collectively, it explains the 
influence the North Shore Line had on our lives and why, 60 years after its abandonment, the railroad 
still fascinates many people. Included is an impressive collection of color photographs, an extensive 
then-and-now section of the railroad between Waukegan and Milwaukee, the evening rush hour at 
Briergate, Ed Tobin’s recollections of the streetcar service in Waukegan, taking us back to hanging 
around Kenosha’s station and a dining car article by Dick George. 

Competing Rails—The Milwaukee Road’s Legacy 
in Evanston and Wilmette, Dispatch No. 2. This is a 
complex story full of business, political and financial intrigue 
covering the early days of the railroads serving Evanston and 
Wilmette. John Evans did not want Chicago & North Western 

to have exclusivity. He obtained a horse-car franchise that ended up as The Milwaukee Road 
commuter service. Plans to electrify manifested in the Northwestern Elevated Railroad, today’s CTA 
Purple Line, coming to Evanston. Competition grew. From the north came North Shore Line’s  
predecessor. From the south came a streetcar line that evolved into Evanston Railways. 

One Hundred Years of Enduring Tradition – 
South Shore Line, Dispatch No. 3. Very different from 
all other railroad publications, Dispatch No. 3 covers the 
history of the South Shore Line as told by the people who were 
involved since 1926. We reflect on the first 100 years of the 
South Shore Line. Discover fascinating new information, enjoy in-depth discussions of why “The 
Last Interurban” survived and understand how a successful public-private partnership was created. 
84 pages in color and duotone. Cover illustration by Mitch Markovitz. 

The Chicago “L’s” Great Steel Fleet –The Baldies–  
Dispatch No. 5. In the early 20th Century, overwhelmed with 
riders, managers of Chicago’s elevated railways were faced 
with two huge challenges, an insufficient car fleet and 
tremendous congestion on the Loop. Through routing of trains 
and terminals short of the Loop eased the congestion. Providing 

sufficient rolling stock resulted in ordering the famous fleet of 4000s, 250 of which were called 
“Baldies” due to their bare steel arched roofs. Now, 100 years after the delivery of the first cars, 
Bruce Moffat discusses what was then a revolutionary car design with rolled steel components.

Shore Line Interurban Historical Society Dispatch Number 4; Norman Carlson, Editor

$3295

Perspectives on the North Shore Line



4

Spring 2020 - Summer 2022 ($9.95 each + S&H)
Spring ’20: UP’s C&NW Twins, Last Ride on NSL, Chicago Streetcars, 
Happy 100th Dick George, Illinois Traction in Peoria, and more! Circle 121 

Summer ’20: Logan Square, Milwaukee Railroader to Metra, First Trip 
on the South Shore, CA&E Lost Its “C,” Pullman, and more! Circle 122 

Autumn ’20: 52 Years with John Appel, Burlington Route Way of the 
Zephyrs, The Electric, Franklin Street, The 500s in Milwaukee, TM to the 
Lakes of Muskego, Steam-Powered Passenger Trains, and more! Circle 123 

Winter ’20: Metra 2020, World’s Columbian Exposition, Metropolitan’s 
2756, Snow and Rain Photo Essay, Views of Evanston, CSL: The Streetcar 
Company That Owned No Streetcars, West Towns, and more! Circle 124 

Spring ’21: Metra 2020, World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, Illinois 
Terminal Railroad in Peoria: 1930-1950, Northwestern Elevated 24, 
RPM Project Meets Challenges and Milestones, and more! Circle 125 

Summer ’21: On CA&E’s Branches, Growing Up Along the North 
Shore, Favorite Hometown Railroad, Working on the IC, Last Station 
Stop in a Street, Branch Line Apprentice, and more! Circle 126 

Autumn ’21: South Shore Line on the Streets of Michigan City, On 
CA&E’s Mainline, Modernized Cars for Skokie Valley Route Service, 
Auburn Park, Rochelle, TM’s 1100-Series Cars, and more! Circle 127 

Winter ’21: South Shore Freight Centennial, Towering Adventures, 
WC’s Suburban Service, Winter 2020-21, C&NW in Evanston, CA&E’s 
Steel Trailers, 2021 Metra Special Trains, and more! Circle 128 

Spring ’22: Pullman Railroad Days, CTA News, The Old CA&E, Dick 
George’s Favorite Interurban: The Indiana Railroad System, North Shore 
Line Cars in Orange and Maroon, IC Tidbits, and more! Circle 129 

Summer ’22: Returning a North Shore Silverliner to Passenger Service, 
Last Day of Milwaukee Streetcars, TM’s Milwaukee-Racine-Kenosha 
Line, Indiana’s Railroad of the Past, and more! Circle 130

Autumn 2022 - Winter 2022 ($11.00 each + S&H) 
Autumn ’22: Pullman Railroad Days 2022, South Shore Line’s West 
Lake Corridor, CTA’s All-Express Service, Train-Watching in Glen Ellyn: 
1936-58, NSL’s Last Summer, The Dinky Line, and more! Circle 131 

Winter ’22: Metra Helper Service, Soo Line 1003 Comes to Chicago, 
11th Street, Michigan City, Office Car Special, Double Track to Gary, 65 
Years Since CA&E Suspended Passenger Service, and more! Circle 132
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&First Fastest Back Issues

Join Shore Line now to support our efforts. All members receive quarterly issues 
of First & Fastest and member discounts on Dispatch publications. We are proud to note 
that many people consider First & Fastest to be the premier magazine in its field. 

To join, complete the Membership Application on page 6 of this brochure and 
return it with payment by check, or order online at membership.shore-line.org.

Become a Shore Line Member and Receive Quarterly Issues  
of First & Fastest — Plus Discounts on Dispatch Publications!



l For First & Fastest, circle the number(s) of the item(s) you want and calculate the appropriate amount for shipping and handling.  
Please indicate substitutions with a box n around the number(s) if we run out of a requested item. Don’t forget to include a check or money 
order in U.S. funds for the total number of issues ordered plus shipping and handling (S&H). We’ll fill your order promptly.  
First & Fastest:                                                                                                   Issue Price        # Copies Ordered               Subtotals $ 
p4 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130                                                      $9.95 ea.          _____________     = $_____________ 
p4 131 132                                                                                                           $11.00 ea.          _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch Series Publications: 
Dispatch 14 - The Most Competitive Passenger Corridor:  
                      CHICAGO-TWIN CITIES 
                      $40.00 Regular, $24.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 13 - A Celebration of Chicagoland Railroads: 1935-1971 
                      $40.00 Regular, $24.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 12 - CSL: Linking Chicago’s Neighborhoods III 
                      $25.00 Regular, $15.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 11 - From Garfield “L” to Blue Line Rapid Transit 
                      $25.00 Regular, $15.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 10 - Chicago’s Railroads in Transition 
                      $25.00 Regular, $15.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 9 - CSL: Linking Chicago’s Neighborhoods II 
                      $20.00 Regular, $12.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 8 - CSL: Linking Chicago’s Neighborhoods 
                      $18.00 Regular, $10.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 7 - Transportation Miracle 
                      $15.00 Regular, $10.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 6 - Chicago Surface Lines: Big 5 Routes and 5 Others                                      
                      $15.00 Regular, $10.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 5 - The Chicago “L’s” Great Steel Fleet ~The Baldies~                                    
                      $10.00 Regular, $6.00 Member                                                _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 4 - The Road of Service                                                                                        
                      $15.00 Regular, $10.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 3 - Enduring Traditions — South Shore Line                                                
                      $15.00 Regular, $10.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 2 - Competing Rails... Evanston & Wilmette                                                   
                      $15.00 Regular, $10.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Dispatch 1 - Cooperation Moves the Public 
                      $25.00 Regular, $15.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 

Special Offers on Dispatch Series Bundle Sets: 
Bundle 3CSL: One copy each of Dispatches 8, 9 and 12 
                      $60.00 Regular, $36.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Bundle CAEL: One copy each of Dispatches 1 and 11 
                      $50.00 Regular, $30.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Bundle NSL+: One copy each of Dispatches 2, 4 and 7 
                      $40.00 Regular, $24.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Bundle SS/NS+: One copy each of Dispatches 3, 4 and 7 
                      $40.00 Regular, $24.00 Member                                              _____________      _____________     = $_____________ 
Shipping and Handling on INDIVIDUAL COPIES of First & Fastest                                                       S&H Cost                      Subtotals $ 
and Dispatch Series to U.S. addresses: 
First & Fastest, Dispatches 1, 2, 3, 5                                                                                                          $4.00          = $_____________ 
Dispatches 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14                                                                                             $10.00          = $_____________ 
Shipping and Handling on MULTIPLE COPY Orders to U.S. addresses:                                                                
ANY DISPATCH SERIES BUNDLE SET                                                                                                        $10.00          = $_____________ 
Combination of 2-3 copies of First & Fastest and Dispatches                                                                    $10.00          = $_____________ 
For every additional three items beyond 3 copies (i.e. 4-6, 7-9, 10-12, etc.),  
                                                add an additional $10.00 for each group of 3 items                                $10.00          = $_____________ 
Please contact us to get pricing on international shipment cost for any order of Dispatch or First & Fastest. 
Total Order including Shipping and Handling (Make check or money order, US funds, payable to Shore Line)            = $_____________ 
Shore Line Interurban Historical Society P.O. Box 425 Lake Forest, IL 60045-0425 • www.shore-line.org 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________________________________________ State__________Zip ______________________ 

Phone_______________________________________________  Email__________________________________________________ 
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2023 Shore Line Membership Application

Coupon 124  050123PM

We invite you to become a member in the Shore Line Interurban Historical Society and purchase gift memberships for your friends 
and family. All memberships are for the calendar year and include four issues of First & Fastest. 
Please note that First & Fastest is offered in print format and digital PDF format — as well as a combo format that will 
include both print and digital PDF issues for an extra $10 fee for all membership categories except Page Sponsors.  
(Page Sponsors may choose to receive the combo format with both print and digital PDF issues at no extra charge.) 

If you prefer to receive First & Fastest in print format only, purchase your membership online at membership.shore-line.org, 
or complete and return this form with your check or money order. 

If you prefer to receive First & Fastest in digital PDF format or in the combo print/digital PDF format, please purchase 
online at membership.shore-line.org. You must purchase online to ensure that your email address is accurately recorded. 
If you have questions, please contact us at info@shore-line.org. Thank you for your support! 

Order online at membership.shore-line.org, or return this form with a check or money order (payable to Shore Line, in U.S. funds) to: Shore Line, P.O. Box 425, Lake Forest IL 60045-0425.

Membership Application $ AMOUNT

TOTAL

Enter a membership for: 

Name: 
Address Line 1: 
Address Line 2: 
City: 
ZIP/Postal Code: 
Phone number (in case of questions): 

Email address (for Shore Line use only):

State: 
Country:

(please print legibly)

Members who wish to receive First & Fastest in print format only 
may purchase a membership electronically or with a check 
mailed to Shore Line. Membership orders for digital PDF format 
or combo print/digital PDF format MUST be completed online.

My Shore Line membership (indicate membership level) 
❑  Page Sponsor (print) . . $250, please designate  → 
❑  Page Sponsor (combo) . $250, please designate  →  
❑  Sustaining (print) . . . . . . . $90, 
❑  Sustaining (combo) . . . . $100 
❑  Contributing (print) . . . . . $55, 
❑  Contributing  (combo) . . . $65 
❑  Regular (print) . . . . . . . . . . . . $42 
❑  Regular (combo) . . . . . . . $52 

International Members: Please order a digital format membership on our  
website.We are no longer offering print format International memberships.  

New gift membership  (print format only) 
❑  Regular . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42, 

Page Sponsors may give one free membership to a 
new member per page sponsored. 
Please use the reverse side to list additional 
new gift memberships (First & Fastest print format only) 

Additional donation: (indicate amount)  ❑ $500    ❑ $250    ❑ $100    ❑ $50    ❑ $25    ❑ Other: $______

Gift recipient’s name, address and email address (please print legibly) 

Electric Railways 
❑ Chicago Aurora & Elgin 
❑ North Shore Line 
❑ South Shore Line 
❑ Indiana Railroad 
❑ CTA–Rapid Transit 
❑ CSL–Chicago Streetcars 
❑ IC–Metra Electric 

❑ Chicago & West Towns 
❑ Milwaukee Electric (TM) 
Suburban Lines 
❑ Burlington 
❑ North Western (UP) 
❑ Milwaukee 
❑ Rock Island 
❑ Metra

Page Sponsors 
may give one free 
membership to a 
new member per 
page sponsored. 

Dues paid in 
excess of the 
regular member 
rate may be 
deducted as a 
contribution to the 
full extent of the 
law.

Gift card?    ❑ Yes    ❑ No
Email address:

(Email is for Shore Line use only)

SLBI-051923
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